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Visuol Summary
by Alison McCreesh

PLEASE NOTE : This summarv{ s ‘What Alison heard’. Please contact the NWTAC For other follow-up
reports and Riverbank Erosion materiols.

Al llustrations and artwork copyright Alison McCreesh



Rivers and Communities, some context.

People wee nomadic, traveling on the
water, seﬂmg up ’remporary camps.
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Living aJr one With the —

always-changing land. Ty

When people had to switch
to a sedentary way of life,
they settled b\) Watfer.
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W LW:,//D — are establihed beside rivers.”

$ill today, rivers play an mportant role.
They ae lifelines fr these communities.

Rivers ae QWN to cuHurc and way of life, as well as to othe communities and

the world beyond: i
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THE RIVER IS
GETTING WIDER

THE PERMA-
FROST ALONa
THE BANKS IS

THAWING,

THERE ARE NeW
AND DIFFERENT
SAND BARS.

THE RIVERS ARE
FREEZING LATER.

THE WATER IS

WARMER WATER LEVELS

ARE SO LOW IN
THE SUMMER

IcE AND HIeH
WATER ARE
EATING AWAY AT
THE BANKS.

EROSION IS
GETTING CLOSER
AND CLOSER TO
THE COMMUNITY.

THE BANKS ARE

THE RIVER IS GIVING WAY.

MIGRATING,

« Reprsentatives From 14 NWT communities participated in the Riverbank Erosin Workshop.



Changing rivers and therr mpact

[+ 1s natural fr rivers and riverbanks to evolve over time,
but many of the changes oe intensified by climate change.

The changes are mpacting river communities at many levels.
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@ What 15 confributing fo this instability?

Hee are some examples of common factors. . POSITION ALONG
THE RIVER
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Communities addressing riverbank instability
uide to offer NEUTRAL GUIDANCE on the

dressing riverbank erosion and instability,

The NWTAC has created a 3

diffeent phases involved in a
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& Note . the phases are not linear
- and often overlap.

ITS AN ONGOING PROCESS - AND IT WILL LOOK DIFFERENT FOR EVERYONe

.. While othes are earlier in

AND MONITOR-
ING SHOULD BE
ONGOING!

YOU CAN BE IN
MANY PHASES AT
ONCE!

Some communities have already taken

several Sjrifj--fo address the threats.. their journey.
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7 WE NOW HAVE AN —
EMERGENCY PLAN _‘ .

PSOME PEOPLES
HOUSES ARE REALLY

CLOSE TO THE

THE STUDY
SHOWED THAT SEVERAL

HOUSES WILL NeeD TO BE
MOVED. EMBANKMENT.
AND SO :
AND WE HAVE
ARE THe FUEL
IDENTIFIED FOUR TANKS,

THAT ARE THe TOP |
PRIORITY. /-

AND WEVE LEARNED
THERE IS AN UNDERGROUND
WATER SYSTEM UNDER

THe COMMUNIUTY,

/ WE ARE CHANGING

OUR COMMUNITY PLAN
TO GUIDE FUTURE De-
VELOPMENT AWAY FROM
THE RIVER.

_ / BUT We HAVENT
AND THAT COULD N/ DONe ANY STUDIES
CONTRIBUTE TO OR ANYTHING LIKE

N DSLDES. A TaT YET.

The urgency varies From community to community,
but all ae Cor will bel) impacted.




Addressing riverbank erosion and instability 15 challenging

Communities want to keep their rsidents safe, but thee are a lot of challenges!

Hee are some examples
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There 1s no Funding specifically dedi- People are wearing a lot of hats
We can take measures to reduce cated to managing riverbanK erosion. and juggling a lot. I+'s hard to
erosin to buy time, but thre are no Thee 1s money for emergencies, but dednc%ﬁre enough time to this.

permanet solutons.
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The issues are complex and : What will it cost? Especially in (hasing Funding, Knocking on doors,

multi-Faceted and, geneally, THERE small commum’rnes - 5o much has to Jumping through hoops, commissining

ISN'T ONE CLEAR SOLUTION be brought Tl Whas sl Mo e studies, undefs*qndmg} the reports. .
r\cedmg more studies!
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=1t all takes TIME_ but the wosm keeps happening. // g



What can we do?

The civer will do what the river will do! T+ can all feel OVERWHELMING.
Breaking things down into smaller, more manageable actons can help.

EDUCATE | B MINDFUL OF THe RIVERBANK

Help residents and leadership Create awareness and toke acton to
understand the risks and minimize human-coused erosion.

[GIVE THe RIVER SPACE et e |
DON'T REMOVE ]

Use community plaming to . DON'T
guide Future divdop?ﬂu\\ _#i! PILE SNOW VEGETATION
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INVOLVE GUARDIANS

They can help with broad-
er monitoring of the river,
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These studies are
hard for lay people
to understand!

ABOUT STUDIE//?ASK FOR_WHAT YU NEED'&

We have a lot :
of studies, but they f‘??\am lanquage summaries L
> t steps .
Tdet fy net ‘ ‘der what 18\ =D

Most community often end up gathering

members, elders and dush
leadership aren't technical - J Solutons thot C\of\S‘
[+'s hard to move\ ™ locally availob curxd(f“or\s and =)
from assessmet to )~ j Spe,c\(:‘c recomr: o
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[t can be frustraing - 1t often Fctls like studies just lead to more studies, but it's

necessary. Fundes will reqire these technical reports and assessmets fo ProV\dc larger
amounts of Funding, sooner.




Moving Forward!

INTTIATIVES MUST 8¢ COMMUNITY-LED =

Be in the drivers’ seat. Local and Indigenous Knouledge is key!
Cetre the community and the people — Tt isn't just about $$%
and infrastructure.

~COMMUNICATION s CRuCIAL

W
Use plain-language, Keep everyone engaged and part of the
onversaon - ELDERS, YOUTH, KESI‘DEN?S, LEADERSHIP,
LOCAL KNOWLEDGE HOLDERS, TECHNICAL EXPERTS.

' T4e £ HOLISTIC APPROACK -

This s the Indigenous way. See the whole picture, not just the
rwverbank instability in o silo.
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e /RE STRONGER TOGETHER

Riverbank Eosin Partnership Table! Learn from ot communities,
in the in the laska, and across the north. Support one another.

NWT, ,
OUR VOICES ARE STRONGER TOGE THER.

That's all great, but these
are real threats and we need to
take action quickly!

We have
so much on our
plates already!

ﬂ\erc are
gaps in
Funding.

pots change
with political
cycles

These are
complex issues -
it s comP|tca+ed.'

We have
to Knok on so many
doors for Funding,
exputise and
support.

[t's A LOT

We aren't
of work!

fccklni(l,ul
specialists!

Our
community only
has 105 residents!

Communities NEED support to =
manage their unique threats. .

One-Window

access to

3
$ Funding for

every step of
e process —

From procuremet,
to assessmen
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to enangemet B
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.and to keep their
esidents safe and
theiving.




